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Style, Structure and Storytelling: 
a 1-day seminar to sharpen your speechwriting skills 

 
 
Speechwriting is the art of writing for the ear, not the eye. Words that work on the 
page can fall horribly flat when spoken aloud – too many speeches sound like an essay, 
report or memo being read to an audience. To create successful speeches, the 
speechwriter must learn to appreciate how different the idiom of writing is from that of 
the spoken word.  
 
This seminar will explore these differences by taking an in-depth look at the art of 
speechwriting for the ear, including: 
 

• how	  to	  structure	  ideas	  in	  ways	  that	  make	  it	  easier	  for	  audiences	  to	  listen,	  follow	  
and	  understand	  what	  is	  being	  said	  
	  

• how	  to	  find	  and	  use	  words	  that	  engage	  an	  audience’s	  senses	  and	  emotions	  	  
 

• how	  to	  draw	  on	  the	  skills	  that	  storytellers	  used,	  long	  before	  the	  invention	  of	  
writing,	  to	  keep	  their	  audiences	  entertained	  and	  enthralled.	  

 
The seminar will be highly interactive, combining theory and practice throughout, with 
plenty of opportunity for discussion.  
 
 
Who should attend?  
 
This seminar is suitable for anyone who writes speeches or presentations – whether 
you’re just starting out and want to learn the tricks of the trade, or you’re a seasoned 
professional on the lookout for new techniques and insights to add something extra to 
your writing.  
 
 
Martin Shovel and Martha Leyton run UK consultancy, CreativityWorks. They write 
speeches for chief executives, politicians, leaders of trade unions and professional 
organisations, and they train speechwriters and other communications professionals.  
They have run seminars and workshops at European Speechwriter Network and UK 
Speechwriters’ Guild Conferences for many years. 
 
Martha and Martin’s popular workshops on speechwriting, advanced presentation skills 
and cartoon thinking for communications professionals, attract participants from around 
the world.  
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Martin is also a prolific cartoonist and commentator on Twitter, and he and Martha have 
created several animated films, including the viral YouTube hit, ‘Busting the Mehrabian 
Myth’.  
 
Find out more at www.creativityworks.net and follow Martin on Twitter 
@MartinShovel 
 
 
Feedback from attendees at Martha and Martin’s 2015 conference workshop:    
       
        
“Your workshop was a great fit for me as a seasoned writer with less experience writing 
for the ear than for the eye. I found the content relevant and accessible and the examples 
apt. Your and Martin’s passion for language and communication, and the counterpoint 
between you, made the session a delight to participate in. It’s rare that I get to talk with 
top-notch writers like you about how they approach their work!” 
Valerie Chase, Independent Communications Consultant 
 
 
“Perfect for experienced speechwriters as well as for novices. For me it was the perfect 
moment to experience where I am now.” 
Jan Timmers, Speechwriter, Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment   
         
 
“An insightful and, frankly, fun workshop! I appreciated your introductions into the 
various segments, our fruitful discussions with the whole group and the applied work – all 
in a very good mix. I have already applied one of the main lessons I took away…”  
Stephanie Schulze, Manager CEO Communications, Airbus Defence and Space  
 
 
“I normally don't believe in anything being perfect but I am afraid that is just what it 
was…” 
Peter Martin, Strategic Communication Manager,  European Commission. 
      
 


